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Budget and Appropriations

On Friday, July 10, 2009, the FY 2010 Labor, Health and Human Services and
Education Appropriations bill was considered by its House Appropriations
Subcommittee. As always, details were scarce and no legislation or reports were
distributed. Subcommittee Chairman David Obey (D-WI) reminded his
colleagues that the nation is experiencing a deep recession and the
Subcommittee had serious and difficult choices before them about funding for
the many high priority programs within their jurisdiction. For education, the bill
provides $64.7 billion. The Subcommittee ultimately supported some
Administration requests, but rejected others. Below is a summary:

Increases funding for Even Start to $66 million.

$10 million for a new Promise Neighborhoods initiative to support

community-wide approaches to lifting children out of poverty.

$400 million for the new Reading Initiative in schools.

Maintains funding for the Child Care and Development Block Grant at

$2.127 billion and the Promoting Safe and Stable Families initiative at

$63.311 million.

Increases funding by $126 million for Children and Family Services

Programs to $9.437 billion.

1 Provides $25.6 million above the President’s FY 2010 request for
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration for a total of
$3.551 billion.

1 Rejects the Administration’s request to cut Title | grants to school districts
by $1.5 billion and level funds Title | funding to LEAs at $14.5 billion.

1 Does not include $500 million requested for Title | early childhood grants

(See Detailed Information Below).
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The full Committee will meet to debate the bill on Friday, July 17, 2009 at 9:00
am. At that time, funding charts and an explanatory report are expected to be
distributed. Additionally, the Senate Appropriations Committee must still
consider its version of the FY 2010 Labor, Health and Human Services and
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Education Appropriations bill, which is expected to be July 28, 2009 for the
Subcommittee and July 30, 2009 for the Full Appropriations Committee.

Early Childhood Grants program Rejected

On Friday, July 10, 2009, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education (LHHS) marked up the FY 2010 LHHS
Appropriations Bill for the agencies under its jurisdiction. The panel rejected the
Obama administration’s request to shift $1.5 billion from Title I, Part A Basic
Grants to School Improvement Grants. As a result, the bill does not include
several new and unauthorized initiatives that the Administration proposed to
finance by cutting Title | grants to 14,000 school districts, including a new Title |
Early Childhood Grant Program. Committee Chairman Dave Obey (D-WI), when
asked if the cuts hurt the administration’s ability to focus on the lowest
performing 1 percent of schools, responded that he was simply unwilling to tell
half of House members they would be receiving a cut to Title I, Part A Basic
Grants in their districts. He added that the Title | Early Childhood Grants
program is unnecessary because preschools can already be funded under
existing Title | funding streams.

House Reconciliation Bill

Earlier today, Rep. George Miller (D-CA), the chairman of the House Education
and Labor Committee, introduced his student loan reconciliation bill, the
“Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2009.” To ensure more kids reach
kindergarten ready to succeed, the Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act
includes an Early Learning Challenge Fund to increase the number of low-
income children in high quality early learning settings.

Specifically, this legislation will provide funds to reform state standards for early
education programs and boost the quality of existing programs by investing $10
billion over 10 years in competitive grants to challenge states to build a
comprehensive, high quality learning system for children birth to age 5. Beyond
early learning standards reform, states will be expected to adopt evidence-based
program quality standards; enhance review and monitoring of program quality;
provide comprehensive professional development; develop coordinated
screening systems; improve parental supports; create a process for assessing
children’s school readiness; and use data to improve child outcomes.

Additionally, states that implement a standards-based birth-to-5 early learning
system will need to improve classroom environments and invest in an effective,
qualified, and well-compensated early childhood workforce. This will involve
providing professional development to improve the knowledge and skills of early
childhood providers; supporting best practices in the classroom by
implementing research-based early learning standards aligned with K-3
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