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Department of Education Nominations

Yesterday, the Administration made nominations for several positions in the
Department of Education, including the Assistant Secretary for Elementary and
Secondary Education, Dr. Thelma Melendez de Santa Ana. The Department's
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education oversees several programs of
importance to early education, like Title | and Early Reading First. “New
incentives that the administration has proposed for school districts to devote
more Title | funds to pre-k will likely increase the Office’s role in early
childhood,” wrote Sara Mead, senior research fellow at the New America
Foundation, on the Early Ed Watch blog. “More importantly, as the
administration considers more ambitious investments in building states’ early
childhood infrastructure, through the proposed Early Learning Challenge Fund,
the Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education will need to play
an important role in ensuring that federal policies and programs support
alignment between early childhood programs and the early elementary years, so
that schools continue to build on and sustain gains children make in pre-k.”

Dr. Melendez de Santa Ana is currently the Superintendent of the Pomona
Unified School District in California, a district in which the majority of
elementary schools begin with pre-k. Mead noted that Dr. Melendez de Santa
Ana received her Ph.D. from the University of California’s Rossier School of
Education Program in Literacy, Language, and Learning, “which focuses on
sociocultural diversity and bilingualism, language and literacy development and
instruction, and learning and assessment- central topics in the critical pre-K
through 3rd years.”

For more information, visit http://www.newamerica.net/blog/early-ed-
watch/2009/new-administration-education-appointees-and-early-education-
11918.
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Education Community Takes a Closer Look at Title | Early Childhood Grants

President Obama’s FY 2010 Budget Proposal establishes a $500 million program
to incentivize school districts to use Title | funds to support early childhood
education. Under current law, school districts are permitted to use Title | funds
to serve at-risk preschool-aged children, but only 2 percent of all Title | funds are
actually used for this purpose. The Title | Early Childhood Grant program would
encourage states and districts to employ more of this funding- which received a
large increase in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)- to expand
and improve preschool programs in public schools.

Title | Early Childhood Grants would be distributed to states based on the
amount of Title I, Part A funds they received in FY 2009. From there, states
would distribute matching grants to school districts that use Title | funds to
invest in early childhood programs. The proposal gives states flexibility in
determining its own priorities, required local match size, and quality
requirements. “This flexibility is designed to allow states to tailor the matching
grant program to meet identified state needs and to coordinate effectively with
existing state pre-k and other early childhood investments,” Sara Mead wrote on
the New America Foundation’s Early Ed Watch blog.

The catch lies in the fact that the program is tied to the stimulus package,
making it a “one-time investment.” If funding is temporary, states may be
reluctant to use the monies to invest in new programs that they cannot sustain
on their own, even if the government provides incentives. “The string of
restrictions in the Title | and Early Childhood Grants program raises questions
among stakeholders regarding the budget plans over the next two years and
sustainability after the stimulus dollars are depleting,” Erin Uy wrote earlier this
week in Ed Daily.

For more information, visit http://www.newamerica.net/blog/early-ed-
watch/2009/closer-look-presidents-budget-title-i-early-childhood-grants-
11894.

Congressional Baby Caucus Formed

Earlier this month, Representatives Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) and Denny Rehberg (R-
MT) circulated a “Dear Colleague” letter announcing the formation of a
Congressional Baby Caucus. The bipartisan Baby Caucus will examine policy
issues that affect infants, toddlers, and their families and explore ways scientific
research on child development can inform federal policy. “Our goal is to focus
on the opportunities for Congress to use science to dramatically improve the
public policy opportunities for children in this country,” Rep. DelLauro said.
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As of now, members of the Baby Caucus include: Rep. Dennis Moore (D-KS);

Rep. Patrick Kennedy (D-RI); Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-OH); Rep. Stephanie Herseth
sandin (0- S -




