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The focus in Lansing remains squarely on the budget. With the
Legislature scheduled for a two-week break surrounding the Fourth of July
holiday, a sense of urgency is starting to materialize. Notable actions this week
include:

1 The House Health Policy Committee reported out a pair of bills,
House Bills 4183 and 4476, which would require health insurance
policies in Michigan to cover treatments for autism. The insurance
industry remains strongly opposed to the legislation and at this
point it is uncertain when the bills can be expected to be
considered on the House floor.

1 House Bill 4721 moved through the House Appropriations
Committee on Wednesday and through the House floor on
Thursday. The bill appropriates available stimulus dollars to cover
the projected shortfall in the current year School Aid budget. The
Senate is expected to act on the measure next week.

1 The Senate began moving their fiscal year 2010 budget bills. A
number of the less controversial General Fund budget bills cleared
the Senate floor on Thursday. All of them appropriated less
General Fund dollars than the current year budgets and Senate
Majority Leader Mike Bishop reiterated his caucus' intention of
reducing the fiscal year 2010 budgets by 15% overall($1.2 Billion)
from current year funding levels.

The Senate is expected to pass out the remaining budgets to complete
their entire proposal next week. Of particular interest is the School Aid budget,
which is scheduled to be considered at a Tuesday sub-committee hearing. At
this point, there remains no agreement amongst the House, Senate and
Administration as to the process of ultimately adopting a fiscal year 2010
budget. The economic uncertainty surrounding the General Motors bankruptcy
continues to add another huge hurdle to what is ordinarily a precarious exercise.
It appears that both legislative chambers will continue to forge ahead with their
own plans that will be used as starting points when negotiations ultimately
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begin. Of greatest importance to those of us concerned about investment in

young children remains Senate Republican plan which is being finalized now. |
urge everyone to contact their state senator and let them know that we should
not be balancing this budget on the backs of young children and their families.

New America Foundation - Early Ed Blog
A Closer Look at the President's Budget: Home Visitation
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On May 7 the Office of Management and Budget released the President’s budget
proposal for fiscal year 2010. As Early Ed Watch reported at the time, that budget
includes funding for several new early education programs, including Title | Early
Childhood Grants, Early Learning Challenge Fund, Early Literacy Grants, and Home
Visitation. Previous installments have considered Title | Early Childhood Grants, the
Early Learning Challenge Fund, and Early Literacy Grants. Our final installment zeros
in on Home Visitation.

During the 2008 Presidential campaign, then-Senator Barack Obama proposed
creating a new program to provide "nurse-home visitation" to more than
570,000 new mothers annually. The proposal was inspired by David Olds’ Nurse
Family Partnership Program, in which trained nurses visit first-time pregnant and
new mothers to help them make healthy decisions when they are pregnant,
support their young child’s development, plan future childbearing, and attain
economic self-sufficiency. Numerous studies have shown that these programs
improve outcomes for both mothers and children, reducing rates of preterm
birth, abuse and neglect, and improving children’s cognitive and behavioral
outcomes. Approximately 17,600 families are now enrolled in Nurse Family
Partnership programs in 28 states.

The President’s fiscal year 2010 budget request for the Department of Health
and Human Services (through the Administration for Children and Families)
includes funding for a Home Visitation program that will provide matching
grants to states for programs targeted to low-income pregnant women and new
mothers. As proposed, the program would not restrict funding to states that use
nurse-home visiting, as in the Olds model. But it would require states to provide
evidence that the model they use is effective, as well as explain how they will
ensure it can be replicated without watering down its effectivness. Most grants
would go only to programs based on models that already have strong evidence
of effectiveness. But some funding would also be available to implement models
that are promising but do not yet have evidence that they are effective. Funds
will also support rigorous evaluation of these promising models.
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