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The following memo provides a summary of public policy issues of interest to
the Early Childhood Advocates.

BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS

With the passage of the FY 2010 Labor, Health and Human Services, and
Education (LHHS) Appropriations Act (H.R. 3293) by the House, action this week
has turned to the Senate. Yesterday, the Senate LHHS Appropriations
Subcommittee marked up its FY 2010 bill. Highlights from the Subcommittee
mark up of the bill include:
71 Provides $10 million for a new Promise Neighborhoods initiative to
support community-wide approaches to lifting children out of poverty
(same level as the House);
1 Maintains funding for the Child Care and Development Block Grant at
$2.127 billion (same level as the House) and the Community Services
Block Grant Program - Grants to States at $700 million(same level as the
House);
1 Provides the President’s FY 2010 request of $7.235 billion for Head Start
(same level as the House); and
1 Eliminates funding for Even Start as proposed by the FY 2010
Administration’s budget (House restores funding to FY09 level of $66.45
million).

The Full Appropriations Committee will consider the bill tomorrow, where
changes are not expected to the above programs. We will be there and will
provide a comprehensive table outlining education funding in next week’s Policy
Update. With the House likely to recess this week and the Senate likely to recess
August 7, 2009, additional action on the FY10 LHHS Bill is not expected until
September following the Full Appropriations Committee mark up.
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HEALTH CARE REFORM

Earlier today, an agreement was announced between four fiscally conservative
House Democrats and the chamber's Democratic leadership allowing the Energy
and Commerce Committee to resume debate on a bill to overhaul the nation's
health care system. It is the last of three House committees required to pass the
bill before it goes to the full chamber.

The Energy and Commerce Committee's version will be merged during the
August break, which begins Friday for the House, with versions passed by the
House Ways and Means and Education Labor Committees, according to a
statement from Majority Leader Pelosi (D-CA). The final version will be debated
by the full House when legislators return to Washington in September.

Across the Hill in the Senate, the Senate Finance Committee is continuing work
to produce a bipartisan compromise bill, which may be introduced and marked
up by the committee as early as this week. Senate Finance Chairman Max
Baucus (D-MT) said today a preliminary report from the Congressional Budget
Office shows that his draft health overhaul bill would cost less than $900 billion
over 10 years, cover 95 percent of Americans by 2015 and be fully offset. While
the Finance Committee may take up the bill shortly, contingent on a bipartisan
agreement, the full Senate is expected to wait to debate the bill on the Senate
floor until September.

OFFICE OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Earlier this week, the US Department of Education announced that Jacqueline
Jones will be appointed as Senior Advisor to the Secretary for Early Learning. This
is a brand new position that heads the newly established Office of Early
Childhood Education. Jones joins the department from the New Jersey State
Department of Education where she served as assistant commissioner for the
Division of Early Childhood Education. Prior to state government, Jones worked
for 16 years at the Educational Testing Service (ETS) as a senior research scientist
and director of early childhood research and development. Jones also has been a
visiting associate professor at Harvard University and a visiting scholar for the
National Assessment of Educational Progress at ETS. Jones has directed
numerous federally- and foundation-funded projects on early childhood
learning. She has many published writings and conference presentations on the
topic and has lectured extensively on the subject. Jones earned her doctorate
and master's degrees in communication science and disorders from
Northwestern University, and has a Bachelor of Arts in speech pathology from
Hunter College.

CHILD WELLBEING DOWN EVEN BEFORE RECESSION

On Tuesday, July 28, 2009, the Annie E. Casey Foundation released its Kids
Count assessment, a report that tracks the health and well-being of American



children. The report found that even in the years leading up to the recession,
there was a flattening of median income and a slow rise in the poverty level.

The reﬁort onli encomﬁasses data ui throuah 2007, so it does not reflect the
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